Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Zero Waste SA

PRESS RELEASE MarCh 29th 2011 Government of South Australia

GreenPainters Program Launched in South Australia

The national sustainable painting initiative for the painting industry
has been launched in South Australia this month. The campaign
targets painters and builders, and is sponsored by ZeroWaste SA

and the Construction Industry Training Board.

‘Painting has been one of the most toxic and polluting sectors of the
construction industry’, says Daniel Wurm, Managing Director of
GreenPainters. ‘Not only has painting led to contamination of water
after cleaning up, and off-gassing into the atmosphere of poisonous
and unhealthy chemicals, but has also contributed to health issues
affecting both tradesmen and consumers. The good news is that
there are new products available that will greatly reduce the

problem.’

GreenPainters aims to increase the awareness of sustainable
paints and coatings, and the implementation of environmentally-
sensitive trade practices. With the recent push toward eco-
consciousness, many consumers and tradesmen have become
more aware of the consequences of using conventional paint

systems.

The GreenPainters Sustainable Painting Program features an
accredited Course in Sustainable Painting Practices, designed

for painters looking to increase their knowledge of paints and
coatings for the green building industry, which is forecast to grow at
4.8% this year. A series of brochures has also been released that
provide painting hints and tips to help DIY consumers minimise

their impact on the environment, and help tradesmen improve their




trade practices.

The training focuses on waste-water management, EPA guidelines,
Green Star requirements, choosing sustainable paints and
coatings, and how to inform consumers of the benefits of using the
new paint technology.

“GreenPainters helps them see that using these products will not
only help the environment, but also improve their health. It's no
longer about price; it's about what the consumer wants, and the
environment needs”, comments Mr Wurm. “You can have any color

as long as it's 'green'! Using eco-preferable paints doesn’t mean

you can't have the latest fashion colours. There are also some

really exciting developments in the industry, including paints which
reflect solar radiation using nano-technology developed in South
Australia, which can cut cooling costs by 40%, and reduce

greenhouse gas emissions.”

GreenPainters is a non-profit program, established to provide
advice, knowledge and skills to help the painting industry go green.

The web-site www.greenpainters.org.au provides objective

summaries of sustainable paints and coatings, and information to
help builders and renovators achieve the look they want while being

environmentally sensitive and health-conscious.

If you would like more information about this topic or you would like
to arrange an interview, please contact Daniel Wurm on 0402

312234, or email admin@greenpainters.org.au

Images show participants at the launch at the Lochiel Park




Sustainability Center, Campbelltown, March 7th. The course was

attended by 17 Adelaide based contractors, Keep South Australia

Beautiful, ZeroWaste SA, and two local manufacturers, Bio
Products and Astec Paints




