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GreenPainters is a not-for-profit organisation promoting sustainable products and trade practices in the painting industry. It is the
national sustainability initiative for the painting industry, and trains painting contractors in environmental best practice.
GreenPainters also provides education, training, resources and information for architects, builders, and consumers.

GreenPainters began in Victoria in 2007 as a grassroots movement association of painting contractors who were concerned about
the products they were using, and their impact on the environment and human health. It is now a not-for-profit company working
with leading sustainable manufacturers, peak industry organisations and government programs in developing educational tools,
workshops, seminars and training to help consumers, specifiers and painters make sustainable choices.

The GreenPainters service uses paint products which are Certified Low-VOC by Good Environmental Choice Australia, may be
made from renewable or highly abundant resources, heat reflective paint technology which can improve a building’s energy
efficiency; and use trade practices to minimise and manage waste-water.

Contact Details:
Registered Office: 9 O’Donnell St Wavell Heights QLD 4012

Email: admin@greenpainters.com.au

Website: www.greenpainters.com.au

Tel: 0402 312234



GreenPainters Background and Concept

GreenPainters is a not-for-profit program promoting sustainable
products and trade practices in the painting industry. It is a national
network of painting contractors committed to environmental best
practice, and provides education, training, resources and information
for architects, builders, and consumers.

GreenPainters began in Victoria in May 2007 as a grassroots
movement of painting contractors who were concerned about the
products they were using, and their impact on the environment and
human health. These professional tradesmen were already
interested in improving their sustainability, but there was little
information or resources to help them. Many of them had already
researched new products and made changes to their business
practices. They realised that consumers and builders were
demanding sustainable products and services, and would choose to
use businesses that had made a commitment to sustainability. They
decided to inform themselves of standards available, sustainable
products, and to develop an Environmental Code of Practice. They
formed the GreenPainters Association, which later became an
incorporated not-for-profit company, GreenPainters Ltd

The objective of this organisation is to promote sustainable paints
and coatings, to improve trade practices, and to establish an
Australia-wide network of painting contractors who were committed
to environmental best practice. Consumers are be able to obtain
accurate, up-to-date advice and service from professional tradesmen
using products which:

improve Indoor Air Quality. CSIRO studies have shown
that poor Indoor Air Quality is costing the Australian
Community $12 billion a year. Occupants of new
Australian homes may be exposed to up to 20 times the
maximum allowable limits of indoor air toxics for up to ten
weeks after completion. Further CSIRO measurements in
27 suburban Melbourne residences more than a year after
construction identified 27 airborne toxics. These included
the carcinogens benzene, formaldehyde and styrene, and
a cocktail of methanol, ethanol, acetone, toulene,
dichlorobenzene plus a number of less well-known toxics,
most of which are found in paints.

reduce VOC emissions and smog producing compounds.
The Australian paint industry emits approximately 80,000
tonnes of VOCs a year. The cumulative VOC emissions
from architectural painting operations exceed the
combined emissions from a variety of industrial
operations.  VOCs from solvent and paint emissions
contribute to harmful ozone formation and peroxyacetyl
nitrate. VOCs also react in the atmosphere to create
greenhouse gases. Ozone irritates eyes, nose, throat and
lungs, reduces breathing capacity even in healthy adults
and children, increases susceptibility to infection, hospital
visits and admissions, causes damage estimated to cost
over millions of dollars per year to crops and buildings
(source:Master Painters Association)

use renewable resources. Conventional paints are
manufactured from petroleum, a non-renewable resource.
The manufacture of one tonne of conventional paint
results in a 30:1 waste ratio

reduce a building’s greenhouse gas emissions. New paint
technologies using heat reflective nano-ceramics and
pigments have been developed

The GreenPainters service is carried out using methods that:

reduce resource wastage, including water

eliminate contamination of ground-water or stormwater
drains. One litre of acrylic paint can contaminate 40
million liters of water (The Greenhouse Trust, 2006)
Disposes of, or recycles waste using EPA
recommendations

The organisation provides co-ordinated certification of tradesmen,
and a web-based resource to educate consumers. It has formed
partnerships with manufacturers who are producing sustainable
products or innovative technologies.

There has been resistance to the uptake of new sustainable
technologies by most painting contractors because of perceived
higher cost. In addition, many contractors are worried that
consumers will not accept the new products, and they are not
familiar with their use. GreenPainters helps painters see the
importance of making the changes, and helps them stay viable
businesses by marketing their new knowledge and skills to
consumers who want it.

The GreenPainters program has now expanded to help DIY
consumers choose sustainable products and provides information to
help them clean-up responsibly. It also conducts seminars to
educate architects and builders. GreenPainters is now working with
leading sustainable manufacturers, peak industry organisations and
government programs in developing educational tools, workshops,
seminars and training to help consumers, specifiers and painters
make sustainable choices.

GreenPainters Achievements and Results

A Certified GreenPainter can:

Reduce waste-water consumption by 55%

Eliminate ground water contamination

Reduce the level of Volatile Organic Compounds by 92%
in the built environment, resulting in improved Indoor Air
Quiality and a reduction in smog producing compounds
Reduce employees and clients exposure to carcinogens
and allergens

Have a lower incidence of Painters Syndrome, cancer,
reproductive disorders, respiratory illness and other
allegies.

Use products which will reduce cooling costs of a building
by up to 50%

The GreenPainters web-site is used to find sustainable paints or
painting services by over 3000 consumers, architects and builders a
week. (source: Melbourne IT)

There are 15 Certified GreenPainters in three states (VIC, NSW,
QLD) Each painting contractor uses Low-VOC or natural paints on a
minimum of 50% of all contracted works and conforms to an
Environmental Code of Conduct.

The GreenPainters web-site is used by The City of Sydney, HIA
Greensmart, Master Builders Green Living program. Green Building
Growth is expected to grow by 4.5% in 2009. (source: Green
Building Market Report)
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GreenPainters conducted educational seminars with over 170
painters, architects and builders in 2008. GreenPainters provides a
marketing incentive for painters to adapt to the green building
industry, and is currently collaborating with Sustainability Victoria
and Master Painters Association of Victoria to develop an accredited
Course in Green Painting.

Some projects which have used the GreenPainters service include:

Westwyck Eco-village, Brunswick

Albert St Medical Center, East Melbourne

Family Co-operative Child Care Center, Carlton, VIC
Healthy Buildings Australia, Mt Martha, VIC

La Table Restaurant and Cafe, Mullumbimby, NSW
Nature's Child Organic Store, Byron Bay, NSW
Sunnybrook Health and Healing Supermarket, Ormond,
VIC

Youth and Family Services, Brisbane, QLD

What Consumers say about the GreenPainters service:

'Some of our clients suffer from allegies, and were reluctant to
inspect a new building site. However, they have been able to look
around without any reactions because of the paint we used' - Lorna,
Westwyck Eco-village, Brunswick, Victoria

“Thank you . . . for such a great result on the painting at our
house. We really appreciate your attention to detail. Your quote
was highly competitive and | am pleased that we have been "kind to
the environment" by using your products. [My son] was able to
sleep in his room the same night without that over-powering paint
smell."

Bronwyn - Brighton QLD

"Holistic approach to work. Attention to detail. Work undertaken to
the highest professional standard."
J.W. Turner, Property Developer QLD

"[GreenPainters] Steve and the Natural Painting People did a great
job on our new offices. It was good to get that clean new look
without that new paint smell."

Youth and Family Service Logan Inc. QLD

"In the Eco-renovation of our own house one of the main aims was
to create an indoor environment with a high air quality by not using
glues and materials that are responsible for toxic emissions. It was
then a matter of finishing things off with paints that also had the
least possible toxic emissions. The Natural Painting People were the
obvious choice. They had the expertise and knowledge of the best
products to use, and more importantly they have a lot of experience
in using them. When it comes to using natural products they can
perform a little differently to traditional chemical based products, so
it is important to have someone who has had experience in their
use. The Natural Painting People were friendly, flexible, efficient,
and the result looked great too. | would recommend the Natural
Painting People for any project where high indoor air quality is seen
as important - which should be every project.”

- Steve Watson B.Env.Des., B.Arch, PhD.
The TVS Partnership Architects

What Painters say about the GreenPainters program:

“We have completed over 30 jobs using non toxic paints. We
employ one full time painter, myself, an apprentice, and a part timer
as a [sub-contractor]. Two of these are women who tell me that they
love working with us as they know that when working with other
paints they are using toxic chemicals” — Steve Williams, Natural
Painting People, Brisbane

“Reading and researching products about sustainability helps keep
you focused on your own lifestyle.” - lan Greenwood, Remedy
Painting, Canberra



“Using these new products makes me feel good about my trade
again. | feel like I'm doing my bit for the environment.” — Daniel,
Natural Painting Solutions, Byron Bay

Contribution to a Sustainable Future:

Consumers and builders who use the services of a GreenPainter
contribute to sustainability because their project will:
Use Products that are certified by Good Environmental
Choice Australia. These products have had their
manufacturing process independently evaluated to make
sure they do not use materials or methods which have a
high environmental impact.

Have Improved Indoor Air Quality, and a reduction of
emitted VOCs of up to 92%.

Have a work-site that will comply to EPA requirements

Use products that are Energy Star Rated, reducing cooling
costs and increasing energy efficiency

In addition, in June 2008 GreenPainters secured funding from
Sustainability Victoria to develop an up-skilling program to improve
the sustainability of painting contractors. This course is currently
being developed by Holmesglen TAFE and will begin as a pilot
program in mid-2009. The course will be available for all painting
contractors, and if successful, will be rolled out nationally.

The GreenPainters web-site is a resource which provides accurate
information on paints and sustainability. It generates 35,000 hits a
month.

In addition, the Greenpainters service supports and promotes
manufacturers who are leaders in sustainability.

GreenPainters Standards

The following tools have been utilised by the GreenPainters program
to establish principles of sustainability in the painting industry:

The Good Environmental Choice Australia
Standard for Architectural Coatings Good Environmental
Choice Australia is a member of the the Global
Ecolabeling Network. It is a not-for-profit independent
body which evaluates the environmental credentials of
products. The GECA program conducts a comprehensive
life cycle based assessment of product compliance to
voluntary environmental declaration standards.
GreenPainters supports the GECA Standard for
Architectural Coatings, and is an Associate member of
GECA.

The Green Building Council of Australia's Rating System
VOC Minimisation Credits (IEQ-13) The Green Building
Council of Australia. (GBCA) GreenPainters will soon
become a member of GBCA once funds become

available. It is Australia's leading green building forum,
and is a member of the World Green Building Council.

The Energy Star program which evaluates the energy
efficiency of a product. Paints or products which carry the
Energy Star symbol have been independantly certified by
the Energy Star program as significantly increasing the
reflectance of solar radiation by the painted surface. The
Energy Star Rating system was developed in 1992 by the
US EPA to measure energy efficiency, and is now
managed by in Australia by the Australian Greenhouse
Office. Products which are Energy Star certified can aid a
building to reflect unwanted solar energy by up to 50%,
reduce its temperature and thereby lower the costs of
cooling. Using these products may also help a project
achieve Green Star credits, and is recognised under the
NSW BASIX program.

EPA guidelines for paint waste management

The Reclaimer system for paint
waste-water management. This system has been
approved by over 25 councils so far.

To develop the GreenPainters concept, GreenPainters consulted
research published by:

Ecospecifier. GreenPainters
has formalised its relationship with Ecospecifier by
becoming an Industry Partner. Ecospecifier is Australia's
leading source of architectural information on sustainable
products. It assesses products using known Australian
and International standards, codes, eco-labels, Life Cycle
Assessment methodologies, and Australian Green
Building Rating Schemes.

Greenpainters also conducts seminars for
builders at the Master Builders Green Living Program.



GreenPainters is currently developing a seminar for architects and
specifiers. It will be registered with the Royal Australian Institute of
Architects as a formal CPD course.

GreenPainters Industry Partnerships

GreenPainters has also formed Industry Partnerships with
manufacturers who produce products which are GECA Certified,
GBCA compliant; or offer significant technologies for sustainable
trade practices.



GreenPainters Board of Directors

Managing Director: Mr. Daniel Wurm Tel: 0402 31223 4

After completed his training as a Painter and Decorator in Sydney in 1996, Daniel has worked as a painter and
trainer on major projects in Tokyo, Samoa, Bangkok, Colombo, and Papua New Guinea. He studied teaching at
Holmes College, Melbourne; and North Coast TAFE. In 2001 he became concerned with the health effects of the
painting trade and started researching alternatives. He started Natural Painting Solutions, worked on award-winning
eco-villages in Melbourne, and has been an advocate for change in the painting industry ever since. He is a qualified
trainer and assessor for Australian Construction Training Services (QLD) and Impact Training Institute (NSW).

Training Officer: Mr. Dixon Gray Tel: 0412 419673

Mr Gray studied Applied Science at Monash University in Melbourne before starting his career as a Painting and
Decorating Consultant and Trainer in 1973. He has worked on major projects in Jamaica, Fiji, Soloman Islands,
Samoa, Phillipines and Japan. He designed and built the first side-draft spray booth in Manila, and worked with
students from disadvantaged backgrounds in many developing countries. His students were the first to graduate from
the APTC Australian Government initiative in Fiji. He has now turned his attention to improving the sustainability of
the paint industry in Australia, and brings with him a wealth of experience and energy.

Secretary: Mrs Anne Gray

Anne has done volunteer work in 7 countries over 17 years, and taught finishing trades disciplines in developing
countries.



