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‘Painting Australia Green’ GreenPainters Newsletter  May 2009  

GREENPAINTERS NEWS 
 
GreenPainters Program Comes to Tasmania 
 
Over the last two months, thanks to the generous support of Expo Tasmania, GreenPainters was able to bring the 
GreenPainters Sustainable Painting Program to Tasmania, running workshops and seminars in Hobart and Launceston. 
Painting contractors travelled for up to four hours to attend the program, and all agreed it was worth the time and effort to 
update their knowledge on sustainable products and trade practices. 
There was massive interest in the GreenPainters program from the general public, with over 8,000 people attending the 
exhibitions, held at the Derwent Entertainment Center and the Launceston Silverdome. They were the biggest Sustainable 
Building Exhibitions held in Tasmania so far. All architects and building designers who attended the seminar series went 
into the draw to win an Ecospecifier subscription worth $440. Congratulations to the winner who was Gary Austin from 
Concept Design and Drafting. 
 

 
Figure 1 Painters and Building Designers attend Sustainable Painting Seminar in Hobart 
 
BAUWERK Becomes GreenPainters Industry Partner 

We welcome our new Industry Partner ‘Bauwerk’, and congratulate them for helping make GreenPainters a success. They 
will help make the GreenPainters concept stronger, the painting industry cleaner, and Australian buildings better places to 
live and work. Bauwerk is the definitive modern lime paint company with a complete range of stylish and environmentally 
friendly products.  Bauwerk was one of the first manufacturers in Australia to get GECA Certification, and has made a name 
for itself as an innovative, fashionable trend-setter.  

The GreenPainters web-site has been updated with 5 new DIY pages and a new Specifiers page. In addition, we now list a 
comprehensive list of GECA certified products on our Low-VOC page, which is rated number one by Google! The 
GreenPainters web-site is used by 3000 architects and consumers a week to source eco-preferable paints and contractors. 
 
GreenPainters appears in the current edition of HIA Greensmart Magazine. HIA Greensmart works with GreenPainters to 
improve sustainability of painting works on Greensmart projects.  
 
We hope to have a short course for painters available soon, starting as a pilot program in Victoria. The next few months will 
be extremely busy for the GreenPainters team and we thank all our Industry Partners for their support which makes our 
education campaign possible.  
 
 
Course In Sustainable Painting Practices 
 
The Course in Sustainable Painting Practices is going through the final stages of accreditation. The course, funded by 
Sustainability Victoria, is consulting  key industry organisations including GECA, the GBCA, Ecospecifier and MPAV. We 
thank all our Industry Partners who supported GreenPainters during the development of the course. We hope this will help 
‘clean up’ the painting industry in Australia, leading to better, healthier environments in which to work, live and play; as well 
as improving working conditions for tradesmen. The short course will cover topics such as Green Building Council 
requirements, EPA compliance, Ecolabels, low-voc paint technology, natural paints, heat-reflective coatings and paint 
waste management. 
 
The pilot course will be run in Melbourne at Holmesglen TAFE in June. Painting contractors interested in becoming 
qualified as leaders in the green building industry,  improving their environmental management, and becoming Certified 
GreenPainters can register by contacting GreenPainters.  
Tel: 0402 312234 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
GreenPainters will be exhibiting at the following events. It’s really exciting to be associated with all our sponsors and we 
hope our members will support these opportunities to get our message out: 
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Living Sustainably Workshops, Byron Bay 

Green Paint Shop, Westend Brisbane, QLD  May 21st 4:30pm-6pm. bookings essential 
‘Specifying Sustainable Paints and Coatings’ Seminar. For architects and builders. Earn CPD credits with our Formal Activity. GBCA 
Green Star requirements for paints, Ecolabels, Industrial coatings, Low-VOC paints, Heat reflective paint technology.  
 
Home Ideas Center Sydney  

Date:  Saturday & Sunday, June 20th & 21st  
Time:  10am - 5pm (both days)  
Cost:  FREE + barbeque  

Home owners, Architects, Designers, Strata property managers. To register, or for more information, please visit 
www.inhousegroup3.com.au 

International Environmental Protection and Sustaina bility Exhibition Date: 14-16 August 2009  (Friday – Sunday) 
Venue: Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Southbank) 

TECH TALK  
 
Q. How do heat-reflective paints work? 
A. Paint additives and coatings are now available that may significantly improve a buildings' insulation properties, thereby 
leading to reduced energy costs and wastage. These products should be considered by specifiers for their ability to lower 
greenhouse emissions.  
Some contains tiny microspheres; hollow ceramic balls, to stop conduction of heat through the paint membrane. Vacuum 
does not conduct heat, so these nano-ceramic particles slow heat transfer. 

 Dark colours traditionally absorb solar radiation more than light colours. However, sunlight is made up of 
51% infra-red light. By replacing conventional black pigments with special cool colour technology black pigments which 
reflect infra-red radiation, it is possible to reduce heat absorption by the substrate, without altering the colour. This results in 
the coating become a heat-reflective coating, even in dark colours. 

  

This technology helps mitigate the urban heat island effect. Negotiations are currently under way to have these products 
approved for Government Rebates under the Economic Stimulus Package grants for housing insulation. GreenPainters 
supports manufacturers of heat-reflective coatings who are GECA Certified. It’s important to use products that also 
consider the environment during their manufacture. 
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GREENPAINTERS AWARDS 
 
This month we focus on an entry from Natural Painting People, based in Brisbane. Run by Steve Williams, the Natural 
Painting People have been praised for their work on a project for Steve Watson from TVS Architects.  

Steve used GECA certified Low-VOC Rockcote Ecostyle, on the interior and exterior. “We have completed over 30 jobs 
using non toxic paints. We employ one full time painter, myself, an apprentice, and a part timer as a [sub-contractor]. Two 
of these are women who tell me that they love working with us as they know that when working with other paints they are 
using toxic chemicals”, says Steve. He is a board member of Master Painters Association in Queensland, and is active in 
promoting environmental awareness in the community. 

"In the Eco-renovation of our own house one of the main aims was to create an indoor environment with a high air quality 
by not using glues and materials that are responsible for toxic emissions. It was then a matter of finishing things off with 
paints that also had the least possible toxic emissions. [GreenPainters] Natural Painting People were the obvious 
choice.  They had the expertise and knowledge of the best products to use, and more importantly they have a lot of 
experience in using them. When it comes to using natural products they can perform a little differently to traditional 
chemical based products, so it is important to have someone who has had experience in their use. The Natural Painting 
People were friendly, flexible, efficient, and the result looked great too. I would recommend the Natural Painting People for 
any project where high indoor air quality is seen as important - which should be every project."  -Steve Watson B.Env.Des., 
B.Arch, PhD.  The TVS Partnership Architects 
 

It was not the first time the Natural Painting People had used these products successfully on a Queenslander. Another 
project appears in the current issue of Sanctuary Magazine, published by the ATA. The challenge was to retain the heritage 
value of a traditional Queenslander in sympathy with its surrounds, while improving its environmental performance. Much of 
the timber used in the extension of the house was sourced from a careful demolition of a 1960s extension that adjoined the 
old house.  

            

Have you completed a project you are proud of? Are you a specifier who used natural products creatively? Did you use 
cutting edge technology for the first time? Is your project up for an award? You could win a GreenPainters Award!  
Categories  include: 
 
GreenPainter’s Project 
GreenPainter’s Colour Scheme 
GreenPainter’s Interior Design 
GreenPainter’s Sustainability Innovation Award 
 
Please send photos in high-res format to the above email address and include details about the job. We will publish the 
finalists and provide a small prize to the winners who will be announced in a future issue. 
 
We are always keen to hear from our members, including any suggestions or submissions for publication. Please email 
them to admin@greenpainters.com.au. 
 
Also, let us know if our web-site and marketing is generating work for you, and any favourable comments from your 
customers.  
 
 
And of course, we always need new members! We urgently need more members in Perth, Cairns, Sydney, Tasmania, 
NSW Central Coast, and Adelaide, as we have many enquiries from customers in these areas. 
Happy Green Painting! 
 
 
The GreenPainters Team 

 


