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‘Painting Australia Green’ GreenPainters Newsletter April 2009

We welcome our new Industry Partner ‘Oikos’, and congratulate them for helping make GreenPainters a success. They will
help make the GreenPainters concept stronger, the painting industry cleaner, and Australian buildings better places to live
and work.

ecospecifier

Helping industry understand what makes building products green

Needing additional research staff but don't desire the added human resource expense, then ...
support you to continue to reach Green Building Standards and Ratings!

Let ecospecifier

Ecospecifier is your green building materials and technologies engine room allowing your staff to assign themselves to
creating sustainable designs without dropping the standards for green building. Ecospecifier helps maintain your highest
standards by being your research team and at a fraction of the cost of a full time staff member, with subscriptions starting
as low as AUD1.20 per day. Subscribe today and gain access to over 3,500 green building products in 80 plus industry
product categories and 540 plus sub-categories. Enjoy discounted education programs that you can deliver yourself
(click here) or bring in our specialists to upgrade your staff in specific knowledge areas (click here). Use our Green
Building Consultancy team to help you achieve a Green Star™ or LEED® rating on your next project (click here). Read
more information and our Subscription rates for 2008/2009 (click here).

TEST DRIVE ecospecifier.org TODAY . To enquire about TEST DRIVING ecospecifier.org toda Yy, phone 1300 669 997
(free call within Australia). Ask for Sabine to get special log-in details. specifier is the leading green building solutions
resource, also offering Green Product Listings & Manufacturer Services, Education & Training, Partners Programs and

Global Consulting.

GREENPAINTERS NEWS
The Economic Crisis and GreenPainters

With tighter economic conditions across Australia, why is using a GreenPainter still important?

. Around a quarter of all paint bought by the DIY sector is never used, compared with just 1.5% of paint bought by
trade professionals such as GreenPainters (Source: Go Green Magazine). Using a GreenPainter will save you
money on materials.

Using a GreenPainter will ensure your project is completed to a high standard, saving time and money. Last year
in the UK, over-confident DIYs spent over $25 billion to have professionals rectify their mistakes. (source: Yellow
Pages)

Ask a GreenPainter how heat-reflective paints can save you up to 40% on your energy bills.

GreenPainters Launches Educational Campaign

GreenPainters is proud to announce the launch of its Sustainable Painting Program. We hope to generate increased
awareness of sustainability in the painting industry through education of painters, consumers, specifiers and builders.

The GreenPainters Sustainable Painting Program has commenced with the release of four new brochures, each aimed at a
different target audience.

Our new ‘Painting Sustainably’ brochure features hints and tips on sustainable products, clean-up and estimating, and is
aimed at the DIY market, which is expected to grow even quicker with the economic down-turn.

The brochure ‘Becoming a GreenPainter’ outlines the steps that can be taken by a contractor to become more sustainable
and how to implement them in business. It is aimed at painting contractors interested in learning more about the new green
building industry.

Retailers are able to sponsor a GreenPainters DIY seminar for their customers, and architects will be able to earn CPD
credits from the Specifying Sustainable Paints seminar. For more information on our seminar series and to order the
GreenPainters Training Brochures, please call 0402 312234.
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The GreenPainters web-site has been updated with 5 new DIY pages and a new Specifiers page. In addition, we now list a
comprehensive list of GECA certified products on our Low-VOC page, which is rated number one by Google! The
GreenPainters web-site is used by 3000 architects and consumers a week to source eco-preferable paints and contractors.

GreenPainters also appears in this months Eco-edition of Home Beautiful magazine, and features in a comprehensive
article on green paints in the new edition of Renew magazine.

We hope to have a short course for painters available soon, starting as a pilot program in Victoria. The next few months will

be extremely busy for the GreenPainters team and we thank all our Industry Partners for their support which makes our
education campaign possible.

Course In Sustainable Painting

Work is progressing with Sustainability Victoria and Holmesglen TAFE on a sustainable painting course. The course
development is consulting key industry organisations including GECA, the GBCA, Ecospecifier and MPAV. GreenPainters
is a member of the steering committee. We hope this will help ‘clean up’ the painting industry in Australia, leading to better,
healthier environments in which to work, live and play; as well as improving working conditions for tradesmen. The short

course will cover topics such as Green Building Council requirements, EPA compliance, Ecolabels, low-voc paint
technology, natural paints and paint waste management.

UPCOMING EVENTS

GreenPainters will be exhibiting at the following events. It's really exciting to be associated with all our sponsors and we
hope our members will support these opportunities to get our message out:

Living Sustainably Workshops, Byron Bay
Sustainable Building and Lifestyle Exhibition Derwent Entertainment Center  Hobart April 24, 25th 2009.

GreenPainters comes to Tasmania! Email admin@greenpainters.com.au for registration for our seminar series:

April 23" 9am ‘Specifying Sustainable Paints and Coatings’ Seminar. For architects and builders. Earn CPD credits with our
Formal Activity. GBCA Green Star requirements for paints, Ecolabels, Industrial coatings, Low-VOC paints, Heat reflective
paint technology. All attendees go into the draw to win one of two FREE Ecospecifier subscriptions (worth $440 each)
10:30am ‘Sustainable Painting’ Seminar. For painting contractors and general public. GBCA requirements, EPA
compliance, paint waste management, heat-reflective paint technology, natural paints, understanding eco-labels

Home Ideas Center Sydney

Date: Saturday & Sunday, June 20" & 21
Time: 10am - 5pm (both days)
Cost: FREE + barbeque

Home owners, Architects, Designers, Strata property managers. To register, or for more information, please visit
www.inhousegroup3.com.au

TECH TALK
Q. How do Eco-labels relate to ‘green procurement’?

A. A term that has gained increasing popularity in sustainability issues is green procurement. The definition

offered by several environmental authorities for the term is - "the purchase of products or services that are

less-toxic and harmful to our health and environment than other available products or services on the

market".

In other words, green procurement means buying products based on environmental performance above

other criteria and it has particular significance to companies, government bodies and other organisations

who want to advertise their environmental consciousness.

In the current climate of environmental focus, terms like green procurement can be bandied about wantonly, to the point
where such a practice has been given it's own term - greenwash. Greenwash is used to describe "disinformation
disseminated by an organisation so as to present an environmentally responsible public image", which means trying to
appear environmentally-friendly when you're really not.

The challenge when dealing with environmentally-driven decisions is to distinguish between what is

genuine and what isn't when it comes to helping the environment. We get asked regularly how to identify

products that truly have green procurement properties and what we tell people is that they must check the
independent testing of the product.

To be guaranteed of getting a genuine ECO product, the manufacturer must be able to provide a report

detailing independent testing conducted under official standards. A definite giveaway for greenwash is the

inability to prove their claims with independent testing. Often they will hide behind some vague, "wishywashy" testing they
have performed themselves, however we highly recommend that only independent testing be accepted.

Naturally we get asked regularly to show the credentials of products and we do this through

reference to the Good Environmental Choice Australia endorsement. This organisation spells out its
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objectives clearly by stating as one of the aims of their program to, "provide a clear, credible and

independent guide to consumers and purchasing officers wishing to take account of environmental impacts in their
purchasing decisions." With this in mind, consumers know that what they have purchased is a definite step towards green
procurement rather than a stumble into the greenwash maze. (Courtesy NMP Coatings)

GREENPAINTERS AWARDS

Have you completed a project you are proud of? Are you a specifier who used natural products creatively? Did you use
cutting edge technology for the first time? Is your project up for an award? You could win a GreenPainters Award!
Categories will include:

GreenPainter’s Project

GreenPainter’s Colour Scheme
GreenPainter’s Interior Design

GreenPainter’s Sustainability Innovation Award

Please send photos in high-res format to the above email address and include details about the job. We will publish the
finalists and provide a small prize to the winners who will be announced in our June issue.

We are always keen to hear from our members, including any suggestions or submissions for publication. Please email
them to admin@greenpainters.com.au.

Also, let us know if our web-site and marketing is generating work for you, and any favourable comments from your
customers.

And of course, we always need new members! We urgently need more members in Perth, Cairns, Sydney, Tasmania,
NSW Central Coast, and Adelaide, as we have many enquiries from customers in these areas.
Happy Green Painting!

The GreenPainters Team




